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January 18, 1972 


The Honorable Earl Warren, 

Chief Justice Emeritus of the United States 
U. S. Supreme Court 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

As you may have seen in the newspapers of the past week, I 
have been precipitated unexpectedly into the position of eing 
the first physician not under government (or any other) auspices, 
to be permitted to review the Kennedy autopsy photographs and 
x-rajs I enclose a copy of the letter of authorization. I was 
startled to discover the tremendous interest in this matter by e 
media, both here and abroad. It is so great that I-ul^lxke to 
ask for your help with at least one point, m 
accuracy. 

One of the questions I am asked most often is why the Warren 
Commission did not view the photographs and x-rays of the dead 
president Now that I have seen the photographs, I can certain y 
understand that someone with a sense of delicacy may have told you 
and the other Commission members that the color photograp s wou 
prove qu ite shockin g and may have advised that they not be viewed 
b y people who were unaccustomed to seeing that sort of thing. 

On the other hand, perhaps there was some other explanation 
as to why the Commission members did not view these photographs and 
x-rays, about which I thought you could enlighten me. I do try to 
be as accurate as possible, whenever I can do so, and hope you can 
help me out on this point. I would not quote you, if you told me 

not to. 

Hope you are getting some rest after your many years on the 
highest court. 
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Sincerely, / 

John K. Lattimer, M. D., 
Professor & Chairman 
Department of Urology 


Sc.D. 


